Thin-layer chromatographic determination of brain catecholamines and 5-hydroxytryptamine.
A simple and sensitive (up to nanogram level) method to determine norepinephrine, serotonin and dopamine in rat brain is described. The amines are acetylated and the derivatives are resolved by thin layer chromatography (TLC) on silica high performance thin layer chromatography (HPLC) plates. Quantification is achieved by fluorescence densitometry at 415 nm excitation wavelength.